Plexus Black Box is an attempt to document many different activities made by Plexus in the mid 80's and in the beginning of the 90's.  It is made to document the ultimate statement by artists about this last decade of this millennium when old diseases which have mutated are coming back in new forms.  What we are learning is that life in the planet cannot be lived without accepting pain and death as an active part of it.  My poetry readings with the Nuyorican Poets Cafe at the Shuttle Theatre, in 1984, dealt with the theme that artists played the role of the elite of the working class. If we do not plant our feet on the sidewalk we will lose our constituency.  The rich will buy us, but they will not stand by us.  My poem BodyBee Calling from the XXIst Century is a call for the poetic mind and the scientific mind to meet because we create metaphors that the public at large understand.  We must create information about our biological body and our universe with clear simple language understood by the general public.  The aesthetic image of Plexus is the volume of the artists' free participation in mass events such as the group shots in which a hundred artists gathered together in the middle of East Sixth Street just for a photo.  The occasion in Plexus is the aesthetic sense, making an occasion into a happening and reflecting on that for its historical value.  This is what I saw in Plexus, it plans its own historical value.  The art operas were occasions where an enormous amount of work was made to collect a huge quantity of players together and then the event either works or does not work.  When it works, we all contribute to an idea which is itself in the making not made but " making."  In that way the value of the aesthetics of Plexus is creating artistic concepts that hit emotions.

BodyBee Calling from the 21st Century

by Miguel Algarin

XXXIII

After transplanting/repairing body organs,

at what point is self still of woman born?

after becoming a beehive of transplants,

grafted parts, after replacements.

is there still a self from woman born?

after biological break down

and up to date repairing,

will self be a patch-work-of-spare-parts?

2019: Synthetic membranes introduced  

to repair stomachs, intestines, kidneys.

2021: Fluorocarbon liquids/base for

artificial blood/patented in 2008/

will with synthetic polyvinyl hydrogel replace

natural vitreous liquids.

2034: Chemical muscles: still shunned

by body engineers developing techniques

to force the body into regenerating

its missing or damaged parts.

2045: Techniques for grafts to brain area

controlling physiological processes

are in daily use/all work on cerebral

cognitive thought areas is advanced

though performed selectively.

2050: Alien tissue ruled accessory

graft receiver retains the I original/

foreign tissue subdued and acclimated

by self of woman born still risking to persist.

after body, after repairs, after transplants,

after self, after beehive of organs, after grafts,

after patch-work replaces self of woman born,

after after, after that! What and where? 

