“La Scatola Nera” (The Black Box)

By David Boyle

Unpublished paper

Rome, 1989.

At the finish of July we commence a comforting phase of auto-analysis that is made possible by the relative confinement of the Plexus movement within the scattola nera (black box).  The confinement is accomplished by utilizing the material residue of the movement that we call documentation in a ritual manner.

Until this decisive moment/action the Plexus movement was following the traditional path into history, but by this action which constitutes an intervention in the process, we choose our point from which to address history.  The traditional path included a gradual abandonment of active interest in the movement.  By utilizing the metaphor of planetary mass we could understand the evacuation of the most heavy elements from the core of the body (mass) results in an instability that necessitates a collapse of the body to re-establish the core mass.  Rather than to wrack the body of this movement with such a change of structure, we have intervened to freeze the movement in time through the use of ritual documentation.  The core group is stabilized by this action.

Founding members of the movement cited dissatisfaction with the shift within the movement away from new ideas.  The action taken by the remaining elements of the movement to place the movement in a sort of stasis to facilitate analysis represents a sort of retrospective consensus.

