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The Christopher Columbus Consortium was established in New York Cicy on March 10, 1989, by an international group of individuals interested in creating a series of projects to mark the 500th Anniversary of Columbus's landing in the Americas.

Participants at this formative meeting included professors from several universities, and representatives from community and cultural organizations.  The idea of a kind of "cultural navigation" arose out of this initial discussion, the notion that what was required of us was to re-think the significance of Columbus's landing in the light of a new global awareness of

interdependence.  Further meetings generated a veritable "fleet" of proposals.  One of these proposals is now reaching fruition, a Reconciliation Forum to address the question of what will constitute well-being in the 21st Century for all the inhabitants of the globe.  

I should mention that our focus on well-being was the result of two preparatory meetings in the office of Professor Carlo de Marco of the University of Rome in January and June of

1990.  

I should also mention that the lovely setting of San Pietro Island as the site of the Forum was not an arbitrary choice. The members of the Christopher Columbus Consortium felt that this particular location would have deep political significance.  For many of us, the. initial idea of cultural navigation led quickly to the question of cultural identity.  And for geo-political reasons, what better place than to locate our deliberations in the center of the western Mediterranean Sea.  

San Pietro Island was selected not only because of the amusing story of how Columbus

allegedly altered the ship's compass to mislead his crew into continuing on his intended course to Tunisia.  More seriously, Sardinia provides a symbolic setting for fresh attempts at reconciliation between the peoples of the East and West as well as peoples of the North and South.  The question of the cultural identity of Sardinia itself poses a challenge.

The nutritional, social, ethical, and economic aspects of well-being will undoubtedly  receive critical attention in the proceedings of the Forum.  But surely the artistic and aesthetic dimensions of life as we live it must figure in any formulation of a comprehensive

vision of well-being.  The arts make visible our cultural identity, and provide a direct measure of the vitality of the culture in which a particular  art object or event is embedded.  It follows that the arts have a special role to play in relation to the well-being of the members of each of the cultures of the world.

For one organization represented here, ISALTA, it is not enough to document  the arts in their cultural settings, but to take steps to enhance the arts and thus the quality of the lives people live. The name of this international group states its purpose: The International Society for the Advancement of Living Traditions in Art.

Historically, artistic decline accompanies the loss of cultural identity.  The felt need to preserve the meanings of a tradition in modern life is directly proportional to the loss of spiritual and material well-being of the artists and artisans sustaining their own culture. Western solutions to the world's misery, suffering, and destruction have tended in the 20th Century to be technological and humanistic, whereas earlier they tended to be religious or

political solutions.  In the name of science, human nature, or God, the assumption underlying these solutions is that they transcend culture and have universal efficacy.  In contrast, we believe that the very meaning of "doing good for others" is culture-bound, as is the word "art."  Cultural crises, whether caused by natural or man-made, whether caused by forces from outside or within a particular culture, are ideally to be resolved

on the terms set by the affected culture.  What this ideal suggests is that there should be no "privileged discourse" in multicultural exchanges.  Communication of both "inside" and "outside" understandings of issues affecting well-being in the 21st Century must

be encouraged from all cultural perspectives.  Our Reconciliation Form should provide us with just such a human context.

